' hither; where they resided four or five years, and in this interval exc-
' cuted those magnificent works* The prince at length discovering
1 them, prevailed on them to return, which they did, leaving the works
' unfinished as they appear at present.'
"With regard to the important geological fact of the sea having
here overwhelmed a large and magnificent city, over whoso ruins the
surf now breaks, as traditionally affirmed by tho Brahmins, the fol-
lowing observations made by different travellers, should bo commemo-
rated for the guidance of future observers, viz.:   A Brahmin about
fifty years of age, a Native of the place, informed Mr. Gfoldingham
who writes about 1806, that his grandfather had frequently mention-
ed having seen the gilt tops of five pagodas in tho surf no longer
visible.   Mr. W. Chambers who visited the ruins in 1772 and 1776,
mentions a brick pagoda dedicated to Siva and washed by tho sea
also no longer visible; but I concur in opinion with Mr, (Mdingharn
that, as the Brahmins have no recollection of such a structure, and as
Mr. Chambers wrote from memory, it is probable that the present
stone pagoda on the shore must be the one alluded to by him,   Even
tho viva voce information of Mr. Goldingham's Brahmins, should not
be taken without correlative testimony.   Bishop Heber, who visited
the place in 1826, notices the tall pillar in front of tho temple as
being in the waves.  This pillar I found in 1831 to be merely within
reach of the spray, and I also observed several sculptured rocks which
at high water must be nearly submerged. From many enquiries that
I have made regarding the encroachments of the sea on various parts
of the Coromandel Coast, I am led to believe, that it has advanced
and receded alternately within the last 150 years, that in this part it
is now receding, and that during a former recession most of the now
submerged ruins were built."